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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1,111 



This paper is being submitted in response to the Office Action dated January 7» 2003 
(JPTO Paper No, I3\ wh^^ein the Examiner (1) withdraws the restriction requirement with 
respect to the iaventions of Groups I (claims 1-8 and 11) and III (claims 13-15), and maintains 
the restriction requirement with respect to the inventions of Groups II (claims 9 and 10), IV 
(claims 14-16), V (claims 18, 28, and 29), VI (claims 19 and 20), VH (claims 19 and 20), VIH 
(claims 21 and 23), and K (claims 26 and 27), both to each other and to the invention of Group 
I (now including claims 1-8, 11, and 13-15); and (2) rejects claims 1-8, H, and 13-15 as being 
unpatentable under either 35 U.S.C. § 102(a), 35 U.S.C § 102(b), or 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

With regard to item (I), Apphcant thanks the Examiner for withdrawing the restriction 
requirement with respect to the inventions of Groiqis I and ni. However, Applicant disagrees 
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with the Examiner's maintenance of the restriction requirement with respect to the inventions of 
Groups V (claims 18, 28, and 29) and IX (claims 26 and 27), both to each other and to the 
invention of Group I (now including claims 1-8, 11, and 13-15), Accordingly, Applicant has 
separately filed with the Cornmissioner for Patents a Petition Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.144 for 
Review of Requirement for RestrictioiL A copy of this Petition is attached. 
With regard to item (2), Applicant responds as follows: 



AMENDMENTS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Amended) A method for genotyping the pzAR gene of an individual, which 
comprises determining the identity of the nucleotide pair at the 5* leader cistron (5'LC) 
polymorphic site (PS) m the two copies of the feAR gene present in the individual^^whcrcinjhe 
nucleotide pair is selected from the group consisting of: cvtosine and cvtosine: fb^ cvtosine 
and thymine; and (c) thYmin *^ ^'nf} fhymin^ 

13. (Amended) A composition comprising at least one allelc-specific 

oligonucleotide (ASO) that specifically hybridizes to a ftiAR polynucleotide at a region 
containing the 5'LC polymorphic sit e, wherein the ASO is not less than 10 nucleotides in length 
and not more than 100 nucleotides in length . 
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